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John Warren  
Our New Chairman 
 

We start the year with a particularly big thank 

you to Brian Annis, who has retired as Chair, 

though thankfully he remains on the 

committee as a Trustee.  

 

Brought up in Ipswich, Brian has spent more 

than 50 years living in Needham Market. A 

town councillor for 50 years and Chairman of 

the Community Centre, he has been an active 

member of the Stowmarket Rotary and active in local choirs.  

 

He took over the River Gipping Trust 

Chairmanship in 2011 and at his first AGM 

recruited the local MP, Ben Gummer, to the 

River Gipping Trust cause. He has been an 

invaluable source of contacts for funding, 

found a venue for meetings and guided the 

committee with calm imperturbability. His 

substantial hands-on contributions included 

collecting an excavator from Glasgow. A 

tremendous act to follow. 

  

I took the very kind offer of being the Chair 

because of the impressive achievements and 

enthusiasm of the Trust's volunteers. A love of 

rivers, the sea and boats led me to retire to 

Ipswich after a medical career in London.  

  

This will be an interesting year as several current pieces come to fruition. The revamp 

of the website is well underway. Ian Petchey has been driving a book about the Gipping 

Navigation and John Rennie's contribution to it. We hope these two opportunities for 

John Warren. New RGT Chairman 

 

John Warren’s garage project over 
Christmas 
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promoting the Trust will be ready for a public opening of the Baylham footbridge at 

the beginning of September.  
 

Many of our funders are looking for a visible short-term gain to justify supporting us. 

 

The footpath/towpath is an obvious asset to the communities along the river and this 

bridge is a major contribution to the route.  

 

The bridge uses the construction expertise of the volunteers that is so necessary for 

lock restoration. We look forward to more fun making the most of the river this year. 

 

John Warren, chairman@rivergippingtrust.org.uk 

 

Brian Annis 
Our outgoing Chairman  

As a member of the River Gipping Trust I am privileged to have been its chairman 

for over 10 years. To have served alongside the enthusiastic and dedicated members 

and volunteers of the Trust has been a wonderful experience. I have certainly not been 

able to give as much to the work of the Trust as I would have wanted, particularly   

in recent years, and I am grateful that we have been able to appoint a new chairman 

with the expertise and enthusiasm to take our work forward.  

 

Over the years considerable strides have been made towards achieving the aims and 

objectives of the Trust, and this is due in no small measure to the respective 

Restoration Managers and their band of volunteers. I intend to remain as a Trustee 

and continue to support the work of the Trust.  

 

I am very grateful to the members for allowing me to be part of this extremely 

worthwhile organisation. 

 

Brian Annis, OBE 

 

mailto:chairman@rivergippingtrust.org.uk
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Les Howard  21 September 1946 – 25 April 2021 
 

The River Gipping Trust lost a dear friend, Trustee and volunteer last year when he 

succumbed to his battle with cancer. Les played a major part in the progress of 

the group for many years as a volunteer with the working party and as a Trustee he 

was extremely active in raising funds. He was also responsible for the publicity of the 

Trust. In that capacity he was also the editor of all the previous ‘Gipping Gossip’ 

newsletters. 
 

When I retired in 2019 Les encouraged me to become a volunteer, alongside himself, 

and I soon understood why he was so dedicated to the cause. The Trust volunteer 

group are a great bunch of hard-working individuals who are all keen to improve the 

river, towpath and environment to benefit everyone and enhance the habitat for 

wildlife. 
 

We all enjoy the work and camaraderie, but we 

miss the great sense of humour that Les added to 

each day. He was very persuasive and within a couple 

months he had encouraged me to join the Trustees 

and become the Treasurer. 
 

His career was devoted to marketing and public 

relations, mainly in his own agency, in which capacity 

I first met him. When I opened a new business in 

Ipswich, 26 years ago, I approached Marriott 

Howard to provide marketing support and Les handled several campaigns on our 

behalf. In addition to his normal service, he introduced me to many influential people 

and contacts that enabled our business to progress rapidly. 
 

Our friendship developed beyond a typical working relationship and, together with his 

wife Jan and my wife Alex, we enjoyed many social events including visits to 

Twickenham rugby, London theatres and some foreign holidays. 
 

He was a very proud family man and father of three children and four grandchildren. 

He was a friend to everyone, and we all miss him enormously. 

Greg Rashbrook, treasurer@rivergippingtrust.org.uk 

Les working at Pipps Ford 

 

mailto:treasurer@rivergippingtrust.org.uk
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The Gipping and the Chelmer 

Sister Navigations? 

At the time the Gipping Navigation was being completed in 1793, a meeting took place 
in the Black Boy Inn in Chelmsford, to form a company to start a similar venture, to 
make the River Chelmer navigable to Chelmsford. Like the Gipping, this project had 
faced several false starts and opposition from landowners who feared compulsory 
purchase, the millers, who 
relied on the river for power, 
and in particular the Maldon 
port authorities, who were 
alarmed at the prospect of 
lucratively laden barges 
passing them without paying 
any wharfage fees.  

They were clearly a powerful 
interest, able to prevent the 
Navigation from entering any 
part of their jurisdiction. This is why the Navigation, rather than entering the tideway 
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at Beeleigh Falls, as would seem sensible, was forced to bypass Maldon to the north in 
a man-made canal, which would emerge at a remote place in the coastal marshes, 
safely outside of the port boundary. (Now of course it is well known as Heybridge 
Basin.) The remaining objections had also been overcome and an act of parliament 
obtained authorising the work.  

It is perhaps no 
surprise that the newly 
unemployed team of 
navvies who had just 
completed the Gipping  
Navigations should be 
engaged to construct 
this new waterway, 
together with the 
same renowned canal 
engineer John Rennie 
to design the 
Navigation and the 
same on site engineer 
Richard Coates to oversee the works day-to-day. 

With the river valley landscape being very similar East Anglian clays, they carried on in 
Essex where they had left off in Suffolk. They produced another navigation using 
essentially the same sort of design, employing construction techniques they were 
familiar with. Thus the Chelmer and Blackwater ended up looking very similar to the 
Gipping, and with so much common heritage, the term “Sister Navigations” does 
indeed seem apt.  

Today, if you look at each 
navigation, there is one 
clear difference. Through 
a fortunate set of 
circumstances, the 
Chelmer and Blackwater 
remains fully open to 
navigation to this day.  

There was a short closure 
during the second world 
war. The waterway 
became instead a defence 
line. Numerous pill boxes 



 7 

can still be found along the River Chelmer, most notably, on the lock Island at Cuton 
Lock, and preparations were made to destroy key bridges at short notice. The holes 
drilled to accept dynamite can still be seen under Wave Bridge which takes the B1022 
over the Navigation. So, after the war, why was it that the Chelmer and Blackwater 
was reopened?  

We probably have the custom of Timber Merchants William Brown and Sons to thank 
for this. They had timber yards at both ends of the Navigation, and a fleet of lighters. 
Timber was brought into Heybridge Basin from coasters, and from there, the 
Navigation still represented the most cost-effective way to transport timber to their 
yard in Chelmsford.  

Coincidentally, or maybe not, the original timber business in Chelmsford, which 
became Browns, was founded by the very same Richard Coates, who had overseen the 
construction of the Navigation. The Chelmer and Blackwater was to be his last canal 

project and he settled in Chelmsford. His tomb can still be found in the churchyard of 
All Saints Church in Springfield. 

The commercial transport of Timber continued until 1972. The end came because 
imported timber now was packed in ISO containers, and these could not be handled at 
Heybridge Basin. Fortunately, by this time it had been realised that our inland 
waterways could readily transition from industrial infrastructure to a valuable leisure 
amenity.  

Some of the directors of the Navigation Company had by that time become regular 
hirers of holiday narrowboats on the main canal system, so they knew first-hand that 
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there was life after commercial freight on the inland waterways. The Navigation staff 
had to pivot from chasing leisure boaters away, lest they impede the passage of the 
barges, to welcoming them in and providing moorings and other services. It’s fair to 
say that this was not always a comfortable transition for some, but they did it!  

These days it is hard to imagine the time when canoeists were seen as nothing more 
than a loutish nuisance by the Navigation staff. On some canals, walkers were even 
prohibited from being on towpaths, lest they frighten the horses. How things change! 

During the recent Pandemic lockdowns, the Navigation was teeming to capacity with 
local visitors who could no longer go further afield. This highlighted better than any 
clever marketing campaign could, how valuable it is to have a fully maintained 
waterway nearby, with the towpath for anglers, walkers, joggers and cyclists, and the 
water for boats, canoes, paddle boards, and even swimmers to enjoy.  

It is a living demonstration of what the Gipping could also be like, after all, the two 
Navigations started out almost identical in design and construction. The only 
difference with the Chelmer was that it somehow stayed open and in use against all 
the odds. 

William Marriage, Trustee, Chelmer Canal Trust 
https://www.chelmercanaltrust.co.uk/cct.htm 

https://www.chelmercanaltrust.co.uk/cct.htm
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Membership 
We would like to thank those members of the Trust who are promptly renewing their 

membership subscriptions as they become due.  This is easily facilitated by arranging 

to make your annual payments by standing order through your bank.  Please contact 

secretary@rivergippingtrust.org.uk for further details. 

Just to remind you that the annual subscriptions were increased at the 2020 AGM and 

members are asked to update their standing order payments accordingly, if you have 

not already done so.  Alternatively, if you pay by cheque please note the new 

subscription fees due at your next membership renewal date. 

Membership Class Previous Rate 
 (2007 – 2020) 

New Rate from 
  November 2020 

Concessions £8 Class Removed 

Individual £10 £15 

Family £18 £25 

Corporate/Society £25 £50 

Life £100 £150 (new Life members only) 

So that the Trust can continue to keep you updated with information about its 

activities it is important that our records have your current contact details, please let 

secretary@rivergippingtrust.org.uk know if any of your details change. 

The Trust continues to value the support from its members and welcomes your 

feedback so that we can fulfil our vision for the 21st century and beyond. 

Finally, a note for your diaries, 

River Gipping Trust - Members’ Annual Lunch 
on Saturday 1 October 2022 

at The Chequers, Great Blakenham 

Details will be sent to members nearer the date so that you can reserve your places! 

Fiona Marchant, secretary@rivergippingtrust.org.uk 

mailto:secretary@rivergippingtrust.org.uk
mailto:secretary@rivergippingtrust.org.uk
mailto:secretary@rivergippingtrust.org.uk
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An Introduction to the Ipswich Maritime Trust 

It all started in 1982 when The Maritime Ipswich ’82 Festival was held on what is now called The 
Waterfront and the Wet Dock.   Preparations started in 1980 and about 30+ young, dedicated 
people under Mike Harwood first and then Alan Swann in ‘82 as chairman took over the old 
Home Warehouse on Common Quay owned by Pauls and Whites.   The Ipswich Port Authority 
were also very helpful as in those days the dock was owned by the town.   On the water in the 
Wet Dock, tall Ships, naval ships, old gaffers, Dunkirk Little Ships, historic lifeboats had been 
invited to attend for a visit during a six-month period of maritime activities in the Wet Dock.   The 
Home Warehouse was converted into an exhibition of all things maritime and was a hive of 
activity during the summer months as huge crowds attended.     

All the profits generated by the activities of the Maritime Ipswich ’82 Committee were 
paid into a trust fund to be used to educate the people of Ipswich about our maritime 
heritage and to support sail training organisations who were struggling to survive at 
that time.   

The next major milestone was ‘Sail Ipswich ‘97’, organised by Mark Grimwade 
and fellow Trust members, creating a summer week-end festival that filled the dock 
with vessels of every kind and drawing a paying crowd of some 35,000 people. 

Over time, the Ipswich Maritime Trust has expanded its operations to include one of 
the finest maritime photo and picture archives in the country and probably in the 
world.   The Trust is sponsoring the publication of local maritime history 
books.   Improvements to The Waterfront and the pedestrian footpath to the Ipswich 
Railway Station are being actively pursued.   The restoration of the old historic quay 

Sail Ipswich 97 
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names and installation of new signs in cooperation with the Ipswich Borough Council 
has been achieved.   Local school children are given grants for sail training trips.   A 
series of Maritime lectures are held at The Suffolk University during Autumn and 
Winter.   Sailing barge trips are made to Harwich and the Orwell and Stour Rivers by 
chartering the SB Victor.    The Trust has been responsible for opening the ground floor 
of the Old Custom House during the Heritage Open Weekends and at other times, that 
is up until Covid 19 intervened.   The first rowing Gig Boat event on the Orwell is to be 
held this year on Saturday, April 9th at the Royal Harwich Yacht Club.   This has been 
championed by the Trust after a three-year campaign. 

A special mention should be made of the Trust’s Window Museum on the Waterfront 
near the head of the Wet Dock.   The Window Museum was first negotiated by Trust 
member Stuart Grimwade persuading the Borough Council to require its provision by 
way of a planning obligation on the developers of the ‘Mill’, formerly Cranfield’s 
Mill.  Since its creation, a team of volunteers led by the Trust’s Vice 
Chairman Des Pawson MBE has now successfully mounted over 20 exhibitions to 
date.  The first was in 2010 and an opening ceremony was attended by the Mayor of 
Ipswich with a Guard of Honour provided by the Ipswich Sea Cadets, whose HQ is next 
to the lock gates.    The display is changed every six months and we are shortly to 
change the display for the 22nd time.   This next display is a celebration of the old Dock 
railway that served the port for over 100 years.  The display will include a notional 
model version of that railway built by the Bury St Edmund’s Model Railway Club.  

This window museum 
was to have been the first 
of 5 windows in the 
alleyway leading off from 
the Waterfront; 
unfortunately, the rest of 
the windows were lost 
due to the financial crash 
of 2008/2009.   

The Trust has formed 
close links with the St 
Clements Church 
Committee who have 
been engaged for several years in turning this very historic medieval redundant Church 
into an Arts Centre.   This Church has historic links to the sea as it was known as the 
Sailors’ Church in earlier times.    It is also unique in having a Carillon of Bells in the 
tower which has been fully restored and automated. 

Opening ceremony with the Mayor and Ipswich Sea Cadets 
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We must also mention the River Gipping Trust, the host to this article in that we are 
forging close ties with the RGT as a great deal of the waterborne trade to Ipswich 
continued its journey up the Gipping River/Canal in Gipping Barges to Stowmarket 
and Rattlesden.   The IMT is fully supportive of the aims of The RGT to restore the John 
Rennie Canal and the long-distance pathway from Stowmarket to Ipswich. 

That’s not all, so it is suggested that you google the Ipswich Maritime Trust website 
and see for yourselves what is on offer.   The site is open to all and doesn’t require 
passwords and is worth visiting if only to look at the picture archive.   By the way, it is 
only £5 per annum to become a member (not much more than a cup of coffee!) and 
you will be helping in the improvement of the Ipswich Maritime Trust’s contribution 
to Ipswich and Suffolk’s unique maritime heritage 

https://ipswichmaritimetrust.org.uk 

Bob Pawsey 28/02/22 

Talks and Presentations 
Prior to Covid we were doing a steady stream of talks to various groups which provided 
the River Gipping Trust with a donation of £40 -£50 per talk. Obviously once the 
dreaded lurgy arrived and everyone went into hiding this rapidly dwindled to zero. 

As time progressed and people found this thing called Zoom, some groups started 
meeting in this way. Spencer devised a way of giving our presentations via Zoom and 
a couple of presentations were given this way by Lewis and Spencer, although, failing 
to really understand anything past the age of steam reciprocating engines I never quite 
mastered this skill. 

As the world emerges from the gloom of the last couple of years with the help of 
vaccines and people starting to lead as near normal lives as possible, interest groups 
are starting up again and so are requests for presentations. The first one is 

to Gislingham WI, a much delayed one that I was originally booked for in 2019!  

Another 4 firm bookings follow before August plus Lewis is doing a special presentation 

at the Suffolk Local History Council’s Societies day at Elmswell, this being a non earner 

but it does give us a lot of publicity with other groups, and thus hopefully future 

bookings. 

So, if any of you know of groups that are looking for a speaker with a fascinating 

illustrated talk about a peaceful(?) stretch of water that includes a couple of deaths, 

some espionage and a fire just contact our secretary, Lewis or myself for a booking. 

Gerry Crease, RGT Trustee 

https://ipswichmaritimetrust.org.uk/
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Fundraising
Raising money can be easy if you have a specific project that appeals to the public and 
fits the criteria of organisations that have funds to give. It is considerably more difficult 
to raise money for everyday activities such as providing safety equipment for 
volunteers or repairs to equipment. Regular income comes from membership 
but this does not provide enough to cover the costs incurred in volunteer 
activities. We are grateful for donations including donated goods, mostly scrap metal 
which is sold and at current prices this makes a major contribution to Trust’s finances. 
A special mention should go to one of our volunteers Peter Bowers who not only 
collects a good deal of scrap on his travels but also sorts out the more valuable metals 
which, when separated from the general scrap, achieves a significantly higher price. 

There are many sources of funding, The local district, town and parish councils have 
been very supportive and so have Waitrose, Asda and the East of England Coop. 
Several individuals have made contributions too.  

Many industry bodies have grant schemes but what all schemes have in common is 
they have strict guidelines for what can be funded and each application 
requires. For example, one requires that the project must be on premises owned or 
leased by the applicant. Clearly the Trust do not own the river nor any of the locks on 
it so we were unable to apply for this grant. If any riparian owners would like to help 
please contact us, you may be able to apply for this grant on our behalf. 

We are aware that after several years of austerity sources of funding have become 
more limited and covid has meant that more deserving causes quite rightly get more 
attention than heritage and environmental ones. Having said that we should 
emphasise that our work making the river an even more attractive place to visit will 
help more people with their health and well-being.  

You can help by becoming a member or making a donation or when you visit the 
supermarket ask if they still have a green / blue token scheme or similar and nominate 
the River Gipping Trust.  

Baylham Footpath Project 
During the last two years we have been raising money for a bridge to restore the old 
towpath along the bank of the river. The project is near completion and we have 
already spent over £13,000 on this project and we are grateful to all who have 
contributed but I would also like to thank our volunteers who have contributed 
thousands of hours to making it possible.   

Paul Cain, Trustee and Fund Raising Manager 
fundraising.manager@rivergippingtrust.org.uk 

mailto:fundraising.manager@rivergippingtrust.org.uk
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RGT Thames Barge Victor Trip 
2nd September 2021 

Over a dozen River Gipping Trustees, members and 

friends enjoyed a wonderful day out on board the 

historic barge Victor, built in Ipswich in 1895. We 

cruised under sail under the Orwell bridge up to 

Felixstowe docks and then into the river Stour, with 

a lovely lunch and wine on board. 

Photo taken on the day 

On board closing in on the Orwell bridge 

Ian Petchey (RGT Volunteer 

Restoration Manager) takes the 

helm 

Felixstowe container port 

G
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Special Trust Sailing Trip on board Victor 
Thursday 26th May 2022 

Following on from last year’s successful trip, the River Gipping Trust has made 

arrangements to set aside Thursday 26th May 2022 for the sailing barge Victor 

trip.   It would be good if anyone interested could book early.  The link for booking in 

on the flyer below: 

Booking and Payment information:  
For all trips please book and pay-online at https://ipswichmaritimetrust.setmore.com 
Booking questions, parking and special dietary requirements: 
Limited parking available on the Island site by prior arrangement, courtesy of ABP. 
For additional questions, a parking permit or for special dietary requirements please 
contact: John Warren at; 

jbwarren5@gmail.com  or on 07789 825 680 

https://ipswichmaritimetrust.setmore.com/
mailto:jbwarren5@gmail.com
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Probably John Rennie’s 1st canal Project 
The Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE) have confirmed that the Ipswich to Stowmarket 
navigation was almost certainly John Rennie’s first ever canal project. This could be a 
very important factor in any future heritage funding applications. In their recent 
publication on ‘The Life and Works of John Rennie’ the ICE have the Gipping as one of 
his first independent projects. https://rbt.org.uk/john-rennie/ There is also a map of 
the UK showing where all John Rennie’s projects are located, which includes the 
Gipping. The Gipping and the Trust feature on page 6 which is reproduced below. 

https://rbt.org.uk/john-rennie/
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Restoring the Towing Path 
Originally constructed to allow horses to tow barges along the canalised river between 
Ipswich and Stowmarket, the Gipping Way closely follows the tow path route and is 
council maintained but because it’s only cut twice per year it is often too overgrown in 
summer for it to be classed as a pleasant walk. 

This year, Trust volunteers will be doing their best to restore the tow path between 
upstream of Hawks Mill (Needham Market) and Claydon, with the aim of improving 
the walking experience by creating river views from the path (instead of nettles) 
and  to enable walkers to enjoy the path in shorts during the summer months without 
getting stung. The Trust plan to keep the old towing path clear with a once per month 
cut up to around 500mm from the river (to allow water wildlife to flourish and to 
facilitate Himalayan Balsam control along the bank). We plan to work on the four 
different sections of the river as follows:-  

• 1st Wednesday of the month - Baylham to Great Blakenham

• 2nd Wednesday of the month - Great Blakenham to Claydon and beyond

• 3rd Wednesday of the month - Bosmere towards Stowmarket

• 4th Wednesday of the month - Baylham to Needham Market.
If our work proves successful this year we plan to expand it further next year 
upstream towards Stowmarket and downstream towards Ipswich.  

Before and after photos of Trust Volunteers clearing the old tow path at Creeting St Mary.  
Following this work, the Trust had 140 Facebook likes with 14 people messaging us with thanks. 

Himalayan Balsam is now widespread along the river Gipping. It outcompetes native 
plants, and when it dies back in winter results in erosion of banksides. It is known that 
if the species is mown for two consecutive years seed production is prevented and  
control can be achieved. Mowing closer to the river bank will help control bank side 
growth and allow better access to pull those remaining. The seeds float, making the 
river a prime route for dispersal of the species. Seeds can also begin to germinate in 
water on their way to new sites. 

Ian Petchey, Volunteer Restoration Manager, restoration@rivergippingtrust.org.uk 

mailto:restoration@rivergippingtrust.org.uk
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Gig Rowing on the Orwell 

Royal Harwich Yacht Club 
Woolverstone, Suffolk IP9 1AT 

9th April 2022; 2-4pm 

The Orwell is an ideal site for gig rowing. Gig clubs have flourished on the other major 

East Coast rivers in the past 10 years with a very active racing season. This is a fabulous 

sport where a single boat can be used by multiple crews all days of the week over the winter 

season. A great exercise for all ages, it provides a very sociable community activity. 

Brightlingsea Coastal Rowing, 

Manningtree and Brightlingsea 

University Clubs have kindly 

agreed to bring five gigs to 

Woolverstone on Saturday 9th 

April. 

The RHYC has generously 

allowed the use of their 

facilities. The bar and snacks 

will be open for refreshments. 

There will be a demonstration race 2-2.30pm. This will be followed by the chance for 

newcomers to try gig rowing under supervision until 4pm. 

If you would like to attend, please send an email to John: jbwarren5@gmail.com 

as RHYC need to know the number of attendees. 
————————————- 

A gig is rowed by four to six rowers and helmed by a cox, it is recognised as one of the 
first shore-based lifeboats that went to vessels in distress, with recorded rescues going 
back as far as the late 17th century. 

The original purpose of the Cornish pilot gig was as a general work boat, and the craft 
is used for taking pilots out to incoming vessels off the Atlantic. In those days the race 
would be the first gig to get their pilot on board a vessel (often those about to run 
aground on rocks) got the job, and hence the payment. 

Today, pilot gigs are used primarily for sport, with around 100 clubs across the globe. 

Courtesy www.gigrower.co.uk 

mailto:jbwarren5@gmail.com
http://www.gigrower.co.uk/
http://www.gigrower.co.uk/
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Restoring 230-year-old brick 
abutments 
The Trust’s recent Restoration News-sheet gave an update of 
the fantastic restoration work done by our volunteers. Here 
are a few more photos of their work. 

Two years ago. Note the two trees, one each side 

of the abutments 

Digging away at the tree roots

Brick restoration work on a rather hot day 

Trevor and David digging away 
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Ipswich Maritime Trust Spring talk 

More events by the Ipswich Maritime Trust here 

https://ipswichmaritimetrust.org.uk/events/ 

https://ipswichmaritimetrust.org.uk/events/
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Creating a Wheelchair Friendly footpath 
Volunteers continue their work constructing a wheelchair friendly permissive footpath 

leading up to the new footbridge. It’s been quite a challenge getting a wheelchair 

friendly path up to the footbridge with a maximum incline of 1:12, with the bridge 

platform 1.75m above the old tow path level. It has resulted in a 21m long ‘ramp’, with 

24 (and counting) gabion wire cages each infilled with around 200 old bricks dumped 

at Baylham some 50 years ago. The Trust used dozens of gabion cages at Pipps Ford 

either side of the Mathematical footbridge a few years back and they have now 

weathered nicely with vegetation growth and blend into the bank side nicely.  

Photo taken from the footbridge, with gabion walls retaining the pathway 

Hammering in a ‘scaffolding pole’ 
ground anchor through a wire  

gabion. 

Ian Petchey, Volunteer 
Restoration Manager 

Restoration@rivergippingtrust.org.uk 

mailto:Restoration@rivergippingtrust.org.uk
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Riverfly Monitoring  
along the River  Gipping 
By Paul Cain 

In August last year Essex and Suffolk Rivers Trust (ESRT) told 
us they were considering setting up and coordinating Riverfly 
monitoring on the Gipping to monitor biological water quality 
at several points along the river. Four of our regular 
volunteers said they would like to take part and training has 
been arranged in March in the hope that monitoring will start later this year. 

Details of the riverfly initiative can be found on their website https://www.riverflies.org/ 

The Riverfly Partnership is a dynamic network of 
organisations, representing anglers, conservationists, 
entomologists, scientists, water course managers and 
relevant authorities, working together to: - protect the water 
quality of our rivers; - further the understanding of riverfly 
populations; - and actively conserve riverfly habitats. 

The Riverfly Partnership is hosted by the Freshwater Biological Association. 

The Riverfly Partnership receives funding to 
coordinate the Anglers’ Riverfly Monitoring 
Initiative in England from fishing licence sales and 
a Water Environment Improvement Fund grant 
through the collaborative agreement with the 
Environment Agency. 

The Trust is looking for a few more interested 

volunteers.  

Please contact Paul Cain for further details. 

Fundraising.manager@rivergippingtrust.org.uk 

https://www.riverflies.org/
mailto:Fundraising.manager@rivergippingtrust.org.uk
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Unusual Brick Finds from the river bed 
The process of rebuilding the brick abutments to enable the Baylham Bridge to be 
reinstated was a long winded process given that the majority of the missing bricks lay 
in the river . A number of weeks of somewhat wet “ excavations “ led to the recovery 
of a large number of the original bridge bricks. 

Within the recovered bricks we  discovered a set of six bricks 
that were still cemented together which form an ordnance 
survey bench mark . The Ordnance Survey of Great Britain did 
not commence until the 1880s meaning that in all likelihood 
the bench mark bricks did not form part of the original Rennie 
brickwork . This is borne out by the much harder “Victorian “ 
cement that was found on the upper brick coursing as 
compared to the softer Georgian mortar  on lower levels 
indicating Victorian repairs. 

Research found that 
the first ordnance 
survey of the area in 
1881-1893 made a benchmark at the bridge with 
a level of 56 feet 4 inches (17.2 m) above sea 
level. The decision was made to reinstate the 
benchmark on the Southern abutment even 
though it was not possible to place them at  the 
original level given the abutments are 3 courses 
lower than originally constructed. It is roughly 
30cm lower than its original level and it is 
intended to re-measure the level . 

At the same time a special brick was found in the river with an arched shape and with 
the word “Drain” imprinted on it although the “n” is printed in reverse. This dates from 
the wars with the Americas when bricks were taxed to raise funds. Drain bricks were 
exempt hence the marking. Given the dates of the tax it is not possible that the brick 
was part of the bridge, more likely simply thrown in the river by a farmer, however, it 
was decided to save the brick and it has been incorporated near the OS markings in 
the southern abutment. 

It is intended to have information boards about both items adjacent to the bridge 
when works are complete. 

Ian Absolon, Trustee 

OS and Drain Bricks 
recovered from river

Drain and OS Bricks installed within 

the footbridge abutments 
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Scrap Metal Collection 
The Trust’s scrap metal collection at Baylham continues to prove very popular and very 

helpful towards the Trust’s running costs. The Trust welcomes all scrap metal and 

batteries from members, but wish to remind contributors that it is only for metal, not 

plastics, glass etc. On occasions the Trust has had to pay to dispose of material left 

(tyres etc.).  

How much work the Trust does is very much dependent on funds raised, whether it’s 

towards fuel for the dump truck, digger, mowers and strimmer, or towpath restoration 

or canal restoration or improving Biodiversity along the river. 

Give as you Live 
Give as you Live Online is the easy way to shop and raise money for The River Gipping 

Trust. It’s very easy and your purchase will not cost any more. Any purchase made will 

automatically generate a donation for the Trust.  

On line shopping examples include Argos, John Lewis, Marks and Spencer, eBay, 

Amazon, Screwfix, Tesco, most travel agents and hundreds more outlets. 

 Click on this link 

A couple of screen shots of the Giveasyoulive web site. It even 

keeps track of your donations and total donations to date (£353.14) 

https://www.giveasyoulive.com/dashboard?welcome
https://www.giveasyoulive.com/signup/details?cid=161983
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River Gipping Trust website https://rivergippingtrust.org.uk 
Facebook Group The Trust’s Facebook group continues to grow. There are now over 260 group 
members, with posts often reaching around 5,000 people. It is normally updated every week 
or two with photos and details of the recent work done by Trust volunteers, plus the 
occasional topical canal and river related news. It would be great to see new members give us 
a like. https://www.facebook.com/groups/193390181261241/ 
Instagram We are also on Instagram with around 140 followers 
https://www.instagram.com/invites/contact/?i=1qszyxpijl44v&utm_content=7e7krm4 
Twitter Also on Twitter https://twitter.com/@gippingtrust 

The Trust aim to publish two newsletters per year plus restoration news-sheets in between. 

The River Gipping Trust Limited is a company limited by guarantee 
Registered in England No. 06145692 and registered as a Charity No. 1119586 

Map showing the route of the 

Ipswich to Stowmarket 

Navigation and the location of 

the 15 locks that were needed 

to overcome the height 

difference between Stowmarket 

and Ipswich 

 (90 feet / 27.5 metres). 

The Navigation is 16 miles long. 

https://rivergippingtrust.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/193390181261241/
https://www.instagram.com/invites/contact/?i=1qszyxpijl44v&utm_content=7e7krm4
https://twitter.com/@gippingtrust



